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Abstract

Academic performance relies on a special 
type of social capital known as the 
“invisible college”, a term that aims to 
capture the informal networks of scholars 
who exchange ideas, collaborate, and 
influence the direction of knowledge. 
Measuring this web of informal 
relationships is an empirical challenge. In 
this talk, I will discuss research in which we 
approximate these ties through the 
analysis of the ‘thank you’ notes appended 
to journal articles. We analyze scholars’ 
embeddedness in this informal structure of 
collaboration and reveal that (1) informal 
ties create a larger and denser network of 
support than co-authorship ties; (2) 
disconnection from informal networks is 
associated with lower productivity and 
impact; and (3) informal ties are a more 
relevant predictor of publication success 
than formal collaborations (i.e., co-
authorship), even after matching for 
gender, seniority, methodological 
orientation, geographical location, and 
institutional prestige. Using coarsened 
exact matching and random forest 
regressions, we demonstrate that informal 
support structures are significantly 
associated with citation impact, creating 
gaps in who benefits from these 
connections. 
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