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Abstract: Social media have been celebrated for their possibilities for providing activists with new 
possibilities for bypassing legacy media and circulating self-presentations. However, social media 
platforms do not exist in some sort of vacuum but are very much deeply embedded in a media 
ecology where coverage in legacy media is still key to reaching wider publics. I have previously 
argued that this means that activist input or criticism needs to come in spectacular packaging to 
gain visibility, and that spectacular packaging often entails damage – symbolic or material – or 
expression of anger, which leads to negative media coverage. Further, news logics are 
increasingly intertwined with algorithmic logics, and algorithmic logics privilege anger and the 
spectacular. However, little is known about how activists – reformist and radical – understand 
these logics. In this presentation, I present preliminary findings from a research project that 
examines activist understandings of news logics and algorithmic logics, and how these 
understandings influence their strategies for contention and collaboration. 
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