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Abstract: At the centre of (deliberate) democratic theory lies a fundamental belief
in the power of speech as the modus operandi of democratic life. Rather than
measuring a well-functioning democracy through active participation and vocal
citizenship, this talk shifts the attention to the significance of silence as an
alternative for thinking about the boundaries and limits of democracy. Even if a
model of non-communication is hard to sustain in a digital environment designed
to compute everything, including seemingly silent data points (e.g., skipping,
scrolling, hesitations), this talk examines the affirmative potentials of silence in a
society that valorizes values of voice and speech.
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